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The Fair Trade Town Program recognizes municipalities demonstrating 
strong commitment to fair trade from its community stakeholders, 
including local municipal authorities (such as a city council), 
businesses, community groups, and individual members.

It has a long-term vision for awareness and support of fair trade and 
has been designed to address the needs and opportunities of 
communities across Canada, both large and small. 

As one of the 
oldest social 
networks, TOWNS 
REPRESENT LEADERSHIP AND 
COMMUNITY. Your town is 
brought together by 
geography and strengthened 
by the people and activities 
that surround it. With it comes 
tremendous opportunity to bond 
citizens together through 
meaningful local action.

The Fair Trade Town Program is 
designed to harness the power of 
municipalities where social justice 
and sustainability are of increasingly 
important concern. As consumers 
and as citizens, your Town can 
educate and influence others to 
become more aware and engaged.
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what is fair trade

Requirements

learn more
The Fair Trade Town is a Program of Fairtrade Canada, 
managed in partnership with the Canadian Fair Trade 
Network (CFTN) and the Association québécoise du 

commerce équitable (AQCÉ). 

1 - Steering Committee
A local Fair Trade Town Steering Committee must be 
formed of both active community volunteers and a 
group of leadership members to ensure a continued 
commitment to the local Fair Trade Town designation.

2 - Product Availability
A town must demonstrate the availability of Fairtrade 
certified products in proportion to the size of its 
population.

3 - Public Awareness and Education
There must be events and activities organized to 
generate educational opportunities and media 
engagement for fair trade.

4 - Community Support
A number of local community groups, workplaces, or 
schools must support fair trade and the local Fair Trade 
Town campaign in their operations, through education 
programs, or through other awareness raising activities.

5 - Political Support
The local municipal authority must pass a resolution in 
support of fair trade and the local campaign for Fair 
Trade Town designation.

When a FAIR TRADE TOWN is designated, it supports fairer 
conditions and better prices for people in the Global 
South who grow and make our products: whether it’s the 
coffee we drink, the cocoa in our chocolate, or the cotton 
in our t-shirts. 

It’s a market-based system that uses consumer support 
to influence international trade practices, and is a 
powerful tool for change. When you buy fair trade 
products, farmers and workers have more power to create 
a better life for themselves and their communities, and 
enjoy sustainable livelihoods.

For more information:
    fairtrade.ca | action@fairtrade.ca

cftn.ca | info@cftn.ca
assoquebecequitable.org | info@assoquebecequitable.org
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discover our other programs!


